Ii8   THE FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH CENTURIES

to the occupying wherof about husbandrye many hands were
requysyte.'1

The distress caused by the increase of enclosures became
serious about 1485, and in 1489 we begin a series of Acts of
Parliament that attempt to stop it. The government was
seriously disturbed at the depopulation caused in certain districts.
Particularly was this the case in the Isle of Wight, where it was
important to have sufficient population to secure the island
against raids by the French. These enclosures were rarely
illegal. The copyholder was now to some extent protected in
the King's Courts against his lord, but the fine on taking up an
inheritance was often at the will of the lord, who could raise
it till it became prohibitive. It is, however, to be noted that
copyhold rents were often below the current value of the land
and the landlord's fine might only represent his share of what
we should call nowadays the unearned increment. By this
phrase we mean an increased value in property, usually land,
due not to any labour or expenditure of capital by the owner,
but to outside causes or general economic changes, such as
increased value of products due to greater demand, or the
approach of a large city when land for building becomes valuable
often to an extent ten or twenty times that of its value for
agriculture, In all these changes the open-field fanner suffered
least, though he also had least chance of making money.

Effect of the Wars of the Roses, (a) Apparently these wars
were not very disastrous to the common people. Where actual
fighting took place, both parties burnt and wasted with equal
brutality, but the bulk of the land escaped and the actual
fighters were the nobles and their retainers.

(6) But while the ordinary people lived their lives as usual,
except for occasional raids due to the abrogation of law, the
nobles were busy in mutual destruction. By the accession of
Henry VII there was little of the old powerful baronage left,
that baronage which having lost the strong control of Norman
and Planiagenct kings had threatened the nation with a feudal
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